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OF IRELAND 

REF: DUBLIN 652 

1. REACTING TO ANNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY FROM BELFAST THAT 
IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNCIL OF IRELAND WOULD BE PHASED OVER PERIOD 
OF SEVERAL YEARS, IRISH PRIME MINISTER COSGRAVE TOLD DAIL MAY 22 
THAT WHILE HE WELCOMED NI EXECUTIVE UNITY ON PRINCIPLES 
EMBODIED IN SUNNINGDALE COMMUNIQUE, GOI WOULD HAVE PREFERRED 
AGREEMENT WITHIN EXECUTIVE TO JOIN IN IMPLEMETING ALL ASPECTS OF 
COUNCIL OF IRELAND IMMEDITELY. COSGRAVE SAID GOI UNDERSTOOD REASONS 
WHICH MADE IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION IMPOSSIBLE AND BELIEVED IT 
NECESSARY TO FACE REALITY OF PRESENT EXTREMELY SERIOUS 

SITUATION AND IN GREAT NEED FOR FIRM BASIS FOR PEACEFUL 
PROGRESS. COSGRAVE CONCLUDED THAT GOI WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO 
COOPERATE IN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF COUNCIL OF IRELAND ON 
BASIS PROPOSED BY EXECUTIVE. 

2. OPPOSITION LEADER LYNCH EXPRESSED KEEN DISAPPOINTMENT AT 

WHAT APPEARED TO BE WATERING DOWN OF IMPLEMENTATION OF SUNNINGDALE 
AGREEEMENT. HE SAID IT WAS DEPARTURE FROM WHAT IS "ASSERTION 
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HAVE AN INALIENABLE RIGHT TO DECIDE THEIR OWN 
POLITICAL DESTINY." 

HOWEVER, LYNCH SAID "WE RECOGNIZE NEED FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
POWER SHARING EXECUTIVE IN NI AND ARE ANXIOUS TO SEE IT 
PROCEED." LYNCH THUS DID NOT INDICATE THAT FI ANN A FAIL WOULD 
SUPPORT NEW ARRANGEMENT BUT ALSO DID NOT INDICATE THAT HIS PARTY 
OPPOSED MAINTENANCE OF EXECUTIVE. 

3. MEDIA REACTION WAS MIXED. IRISH INDEPENDENT RECOGNIZED 
THAT PHASING-IN OF COUNCIL WILL BE REGARDED AS A "CLIMB 

DOWN" BUT NOTED THAT SDLP HAD ACCEPTED IT AND THAT THEY WERE THE 
"EXPERTS" ON THE SITUATION. INDEPENDENT SAID "IF THEY 
AGREE — THEN WHO ARE WE TO DISAGREE WITH THEM." IRISH TIMES 
WAS MORE CYNICAL, POINTING OUT THAT MINORITY IN NI HAD HAD TO 
GIVE IN ONCE AGAIN: HOWEVER, TIMES GAVE CREDIT FOR STEADFASTNESS 
OF SDLP. OPPOSITION IRISH PRESS, WHICH IS MORE REPUBLICAN THAN 
JACK LYNCH, DESCRIBED NEW ARRANGEMENT AS "PIGMY", "MEAGER 
AND MISERLY" COUNCIL, AND CRITICIZED FAULKNER, SDLP, BRITISH 
AND DUBLIN GOVERNMENTS, NOTING THAT LATTER WAS PREPARED TO 
SEE "POSTPONEMENT FOR YEARS OF THE ONE GREAT ASSET OF 
SUNNINGDALE THAT WOULD BRING ABOUT INTERMINGLING OF 
POLITICIANS OF ALL SHADES." 

4. FOR ANALYSIS OF REASONS BEHIND GOI ACCEPTANCE OF 
PHASING-IN OF SUNNINGDALE SEE REFTEL. MOORE 
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